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Etiquette with respect to war memorials and wreaths.
       



War Memorials should never have the names of those who made the ultimate sacrifice covered or obscured as this would be deemed disrespectful to both the families and the individual so that would include attaching any metal tommies to the war memorial thereby obscuring any names.

 With respect to how long wreaths should be left on a war memorial a general rule of thumb at our memorial is six months. People have paid good money to lay a wreath in memory of a loved one or indeed as a mark of respect for the personal sacrifice of members of the community and to remove them quickly after Remembrance Day could put people off laying them the following year. I would apply a caveat to this and it would be that if the weather has been appalling and it has made the wreaths look past their best then I would suggest they be removed so as not to make the war memorial look uncared for. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Also place the wreaths in such a position so that they are on view when members of the public walk past. This again shows that the town, village or city are remembering the sacrifice of our forefathers more importantly why wouldn’t you want them to be seen by the passing public and members of your community? This in fact may draw more people to subsequent parades and church services as they may wish to be part of the crowed or indeed lay a wreath.

 I hope these answers have proved helpful if you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me on the details above.

 


Kindest Regards,


Bill Waters
                              	        

Bill Waters

Secretary, Castleford Branch,

Royal British Legion.
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